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Martin, Douglas, The Uses and Abus-
es of Power: A Case Study, The High
School Journal, Vol. 68, No. 4, Author-
itarianism and Dogmatism (Apr. - May,
1985), pp. 316-326.  Martin, Doug-
las. The persecution of the Baha’is of
Iran, 1844-1984. Vol. 12. Association

for Baha’i Studies, 1984.)
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3. Annual Baha'i Reports, 194647, pp. 21-23.
(NBA-US).

4. James A. Beckford and Martine Levasseur,
“New religious movements in Western Eu-
rope”, in James A. Beckford (ed.), New Reli-
gious Movements and Rapid Social Change,
London, Sage, 1991, pp. 29-54.
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1. Irving Hexham and Karla
Poewe, New Religions as Glob-
al Cultures. Making the Human
Sacred, Boulder, Westview,
1997.
Jean-Francois May- bl 5. ¥
er and Reender Kranenborg (eds.), La naissance
des nouvelles religions, Chéne-Bourge, Georg
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a la religion baha’ie”, in Jean-Frangois Mayer
and Reender Kranenborg (eds.), La naissance
des nouvelles religions, Chéne-Bourge, Georg
(.Editeur, 2004, pp. 145-182
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.p. xiii
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3. expansion”, in Smith, 4 Concise Encyclopedia
of the Bahd’i Faith, pp. 137-154.

4. H. M. Balyuzi, ‘Abdu’l-Baha. The Centre of
the Covenant of Baha’u’llah, Oxford, George
Ronald, 1971, pp. 458-459.

5. “Expansion”, in Smith, A Concise Encyclope-
dia of the Baha’i Faith, pp. 137-154.

6. MacEoin, Rituals in Babism and Baha’ism, p.
58.
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Denis MacEoin, “Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy
in Nineteenth-Century Shi‘ism: The Cases of
Shaykhism and Babism”, Journal of the Amer-
ican Oriental Society, vol. 110, 1990, pp. 323—

329
2. Margit Warburg, “Religious Definitions and
Religious Polemics: Baha’i in Popular Hand-
books of Religion”, presented at the Conference
on Anti-Baha’i Polemic, Religious Studies De-
partment, University of Newecastle upon Tyne,
8-10 December, 1995. (Unpublished).
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Stephen N. Lambden, “The Messianic Roots of
Babi-Baha’l Globalism”, in Margit Warburg,
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versity Press, 2005, pp. 17-34.
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2. MacEoin, “Orthodoxy and Heterodoxy”.
3. Amanat, Resurrection and Renewal, p 173.
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1. Adib Taherzadeh, The Revelation of
Baha’u’llah. Baghdad 1853-63, Oxford, George
Ronald, 1975, pp. 62-64, p. 125; John Wal-
bridge, Sacred Acts, Sacred Space, Sacred Time,
Oxford, George Ronald, 1996, pp. 159-165.
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5. MacEoin, “Divisions and Authority Claims”.
6. MacEoin, “Divisions and Authority Claims”.
7. Christopher Buck, “A Unique Eschatological
Interface: Baha’u’llah and Cross Cultural Mes-
sianism”, in Peter Smith (ed.), In Iran. Studies
in Babi and Baha’i History, vol. 3, Los Angeles,
Kalimat Press, 1986, pp. 157-179.

8. Buck, “A Unique Eschatological Interface”.
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1. Christopher Buck, Symbol and Secret: Qur’an
Commentary in Baha’u’llah’s Kitab-i iqan.Stud-
ies in the Babi and Baha’i Religions, vol. 7, Los
Angeles, Kalimat Press, 1995,p. 12, p. 54.

2. Buck, Symbol and Secret, p. xxvii.

3. Buck, Symbol and Secret, p. xxi, p. 17.

4. Smith, The Babi and Baha’i Religions, p. 66.
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4. Juan R. I. Cole, “The Azali-Baha’i Crisis of
September 18677, in Moshe Sharon (ed.), Stud-
ies in Modern Religions, Religious Movements
and the Babi-Baha’i Faiths,Leiden, Brill, 2004,
pp. 227-251.
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1. Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 168.

2. Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 168.

3. Taherzadeh, The Revelation of Baha’u’llah.
Adrianople 1863—68, pp. 291-292.
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Taherzadeh, The Revelation of Baha’u’llah.
Adrianople 1863-68, pp. 301-336; Juan R. L.
Cole, “Iranian Millenarianism and Democrat-
ic Thought in the 19th Century”, International
Journal of Middle East Studies, vol. 24, 1992,
pp. 1-26.

3. [Universal House of Justice], Messages from
the Universal House of Justice 1963—1986.

The Third Epoch of the Formative Age, Wil-
mette, Baha’i Publishing Trust, 1996, pp.98-99,
pp. 104-106.
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1. Juan R. I. Cole, “Baha’u’llah’s Tablets to the
Rulers”, Research Notes in Shaykhi,Babi and
Baha’i Studies, vol. 2, no. 9, 1998, http://ww-

w2.h-net.msu.edu/~bahai/notes/vol2/kings.htm.
2. Cole, “Baha’u’llah’s Tablets to the Rulers”;
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2. Quoted from Balyuzi, Abdu’l-Baha, pp.
360-361.
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Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of
Baha’u’llah. Selected Letters, Wilmette, Baha’i
Publishing Trust, 1991, pp. 38-39. wiw izcea:
H. M. Balyuzi, Abdu’l-Bahd. The Centre of the
Covenant of Baha’u’llah, Oxford, George Ron-
ald, 1971, pp. 355-362.
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2. Browne, E. G., “Sir ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas.
Died 28th November, 1921 Journal of the Roy-
al Asiatic Society, [vol. 52], 1922, pp. 145-146.
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3. Shoghi Effendi, The
Baha’u’llah, pp. 143-157.
4. Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 326.

5. Cole, Modernity and the Millennium, 1998,
pp- 91-97.
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4. Erik Cohen, “The Baha’i Community of
Acre”, Folklore Research Center Studies,vol. 3,
1972, pp. 119-141; Michael M. J. Fischer and
Mehdi Abedi, Debating Muslims.Cultural Dia-
logues in Postmodernity and Tradition, Madison,
University of Wisconsin Press, 1990, p. 224.

5. Smith, The Babi and Baha’i Religions, p. 106;
E. G. B. [Browne], “Sir ‘Abdu’l-Baha Abbas.
Died 28th November, 19217, Journal of the Roy-
al Asiatic Society, [vol. 52], 1922, pp. 145-146.
6. Smith, The Babi and Baha’i Religions, p. 106.
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1. Baha’u’llah, Tablets of Baha’u’llah, pp. 219—
223.
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3. Edward G. Browne, Materials for the Study of
the Babi Religion, Cambridge, Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1918, pp. 74-84.
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3. June R. Wyman, Becoming a Baha’i: Dis-
course and Social Networks in an American
Religious Movement (Ph.D. diss.), Washington
D.C., Department of Anthropology, The Catho-
lic University of America, 1985, pp. 141-143;
David Michael Piff, Bahd’i Lore,Oxford, George
Ronald, 2000, pp. 59—69.

4. David Piff and Margit Warburg, “Enemies of
the Faith: Rumours and Anecdotes as Self-Defi-
nition and Social Control in the Baha’i Religion”,
in Eileen Barker and Margit Warburg (eds.), New
Religions and New Religiosity, Aarhus, Aarhus
University Press, 1998, pp. 66-82.

5. Smith, The Babi and Baha’i Religions, p. 125.
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1. Phillip R. Smith, “What Was a Baha’i? Con-
cerns of British Bahd’is 1900-1920”,in Moojan
Momen (ed.), Studies in the Babi and Baha’i
Religions. Studies in Honor of the Late Hasan
M. Balyuzi, vol. 5, Los Angeles, Kalimat Press,
1988, pp. 219-251.

2. Taherzadeh, The Covenant of Baha’u’llah, pp.
253-262.

V&



5 Tl el il ave Sk
Ui by 3 Slual Wil e Laol cas,e oyl
(93, Olasles Ooo 51 i coygpml TS
oy 8 (Sl Madlig daslr o]
Olsle lazrl 5 (oolazdl gy o
0 0Lle slgag ‘fﬁjw Ll e
ol e dcwts ol
K ol &S cwhlas
analr 5 Sl 13357 5 (o)
ool Ol (s
Sl L oyle
3K Oy b dlelg o5
S Silesler OSSR

AV o Sl Tidaas s

3. [Baha’u’llah], Gleanings from the Writings of
Baha’u’llah, Wilmette, Baha’i Publishing Trust,
1983, p. 213. js sl oy J85 yuizmad o)l dolol g e ol
The Baha’i World 1994-95, Haifa, Baha’i World
Centre, 1996, p. 19.

4. Scholte, Globalization, pp. 151-155.

5. Directory of Non-Governmental Organiza-
tions Associated with the Department of Public
Information, New York, United Nations, 1995.
Sl poye sl elesles Jlto (sl (NGO) 5l assles S0 Bap-
tist World Alliance, Brahma Kumaris World
Spiritual University, a considerable number of
Catholic organisations, Conference of European
Churches, Greek Orthodox Archdiocese, Luther-
an World Federation, Muslim World League, The
Salvation Army, Soka Gakkai International, Uni-
tarian Universalist Association, United Nations
of Yoga, World Jewish Congress, World Muslim
Congress.

6. [Baha’v’llah], “Law -i-Magsud (Tablet of Ma-
gsud)”, in [Baha’u’llah], Tablets of Baha’u’llah
revealed after the Kitab-i-Aqdas, Wilmette, Ba-
ha’i Publishing Trust, 1988,pp. 159-178 (quota-
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1. [Baha’u’llah], “Israqgat (Splendours)”, in [Ba-
ha’u’llah], Tablets of Baha’u’llah revealed after
the Kitab-i-Aqdas, Wilmette, Baha’i Publishing
Trust, 1988, pp. 99—134 (quotation pp. 127-128).
2. Peter Beyer, Religion and Globalization, Lon-
don, Sage, 1994, pp. 206-224.
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1. [Baha’uv’llah], Gleanings from the Writings of
Baha’u’llah, Wilmette, Baha’i Publishing Trust,
1983, p. 213. The quotation and its continuation
below are also rendered in the official Baha’i
yearbook, The Baha’i World 1994-95, Haifa,
Baha’i World Centre, 1996, p. 19.
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1. [Baha’u’llah], Gleanings from the Writings of
Baha’v’llah, p. 213.
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1. See pp. 136-142 in Peter Smith, “The Ameri-
can Bah4’i Community, 1894-1917:

A Preliminary Survey”, in Moojan Momen (ed.),
Studies in Babi and Baha’i History,vol. 1, Los
Angeles, Kalimat Press, 1982, pp. 85-223.
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3. James A. Beckford and Martine Levasseur,
“New religious movements in Western Europe”,
in James A. Beckford (ed.), New Religious
Movements and Rapid Social Change, London,
Sage, 1991, pp. 29-54.

4. Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice,
New Delhi, Baha’i Publishing Trust,1968, p. 6.
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http: //bahai-library.org/essays/membership.
stats.html.
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2. Shoghi Effendi, Messages to America. Se-
lected Letters and Cablegrams Addressed to the
Baha’is of North America 1932-1946, Wilmette,
Baha’i Publishing Committee, 1947; [Shoghi Ef-
fendi], Directives from the Guardian, New Delhi,
Baha’i Publishing Trust, n.d.; [Shoghi Effendi]
Principles of Baha’i Administration.
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3. Smith, A Concise Encyclopedia of the Baha’i
Faith, p. 200.

4. Smith, The Babi and Baha’i Religions, pp.
130-131; Smith, A Concise Encyclopedia of the
Baha’i Faith, pp. 292-293.
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Robert W. Balch, Gwen Farnsworth, and Sue
Wilkins, “When the Bombs Drop: Reactions to
Disconfirmed Prophecy in a Millennial Sect”,
Sociological Perspectives, vol. 26, 1983, pp.
137-158;

Robert W. Balch, John Domitrovitch, Barbara
Lynn Mahnke, and Vanessa Morrison, “Fifteen
Years of Failed Prophecy. Coping with Cogni-
tive Dissonance in a Baha’l Sect”, in Thomas
Robbins and Susan J. Palmer (eds.), Millennium,
Messiahs, and Mayhem. Contemporary Apoca-
lyptic Movements, New York, Routledge, 1997,
pp- 73-90.

1. Foreword to Messages from the Universal
House of Justice 1963-1986, p. xxxi.
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1. Hatcher and Martin, The Baha’i Faith, p. 130.
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3. World Citizenship. A Global Ethic for Sustain-
able Development, New York, Baha’i.
4. Beyer, Religion and Globalization, p. 32.
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1. Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, Wilmette, Ba-
ha’i Publishing Trust, 1995.

2. Peter Smith, A Concise Encyclopedia of the
Baha’i Faith, Oxford, Oneworld, 2000, p. 69.
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2. Denis MacEoin, A People Apart: The Baha'i
Community of Iran in the Twentieth

3. McGlinn, “A Theology of the State from the
Baha’i Teachings”, 1999 (quotation p. 710).
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1. Edward G. Browne (ed., trans.), Kitab-i
Nugtatu’l-Kaf, being the Earliest History of the
Bébis compiled by Odjji Mirza Jani of Kashan
between the years A.D. 1850 and 1852, edited
from the unique Paris ms. suppl. persan 1071,
Leiden, Brill, 1910, p. lii.
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Juan R. I. Cole, “*Abdu’l-Baha on Democracy
and the Separation of Religion and State”, Trans-
lations of Shaykhi, Babi and Baha’i Texts, vol. 6,
no. 2, 2002, http://www?2.h-net.msu.edu/~bahai/
trans/vol6/absiyas2.htm.
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3. Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of
Baha’v’llah. Selected Letters, Wilmette, Baha’l
Publishing Trust, 1991, p. vii.
4. Smith, A Concise Encyclopedia of the Baha’i
Faith, p. 182.
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1. McGlinn, “Theocratic Assumptions in Baha’i

Literature”.
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1. Daniel Easterman, “The New Religions: A
Growing Force in Politics?”, in Daniel Easter-
man, New Jerusalems. Reflections on Islam,
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p. 190).
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3. Momen Moojan (2005) “Globalization of the
Bahé’i Community: 1892-1921”.

(1987), “Baha’i Faith and Tra-
ditional Societies, The: Exploring Universes of
Discourse”, in dialogue magazine, 1:4.

Peter Smith and Moojan Momen (1989), “Baha’i
Faith 1957-1988, The: A Survey of Contempo-
rary Developments”, in Religion, Vol 19, PP 63-
91.

Lundberg, Zaid (2004), Baha't and the Holy
Land: Religiogenesis and Shoghi Effendi’s The
Faith of Baha'u’llah: A World Religion, Brill
Publishers.

4. Section VII: Critique of all Theology based
upon Speculative Principles of Reason.

Kant, Immanuel (2011). “Critique of Pure Rea-
son”, Translated by: J.Meiklejohn, Publish-
er:CreateSpace Independent Publishing Plat-
form.
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“They viewed the unprecedented action of
Tahirih in discarding the veil as a signal to
transgress the bounds of moderation and to

gratify their selfish desires”
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standard when future histories of the Faith
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What can be understood from the lives of the divine prophets is that they made every
effort to propagate and maintain the divine religion and ultimately implement the reli-
gion. Then, by God's command, the successors were introduced to the people to continue
that way. Baha’is who consider their faith as a divine religion claim that Baha-u'llah,
introduced Abdu'l-Bah as his successor. And he had the utmost obedience, servitude, and
devotion to Baha- u’llah. However, Abdu'l-Baha not only did not obey many of his com-
mandments, but also added new commandments and issues that he had not said before,

and even abrogated some of his commandments!

In addition, although the exact implementation of all the rules of a religion is expected
from the Prophet's successor, this is not the case in the Baha'i Faith, and 'Abdu'l-Baha did
not follow some of the rules of that Faith. Thus, the legitimacy of Bahaism , as well as the

claim of Abdu'l-Baha's obedience is questioned or even is denied.

Baha'i, 'Abdu'l-Bah., Rulings, Prayer, Congregational Prayer, Taqiya, Fasting, Hand

Kissing, Propagation

No:15 e Autumn2020

6



In part I, we examined the formation of the Babi and Baha’i Faiths, and the role of their
leaders in the way they were propagated, and the extent to which they influenced the
historiography and the recording of events. We also mentioned the differences and con-
troversies that had plagued the Babi and Baha’i Faiths at every stage of succession to the

leadership.

We also talked about the efforts of the Baha’is to establish and fix their own positions as
the sole heirs of Mirza Ali Muhammad Shirazi and his religion. There was also a brief
critique overview of the manner which faithful Baha’i historiographers practiced in the

Faith and we made 8 objections to it.
This article introduces Nabil Zarandi’s History and the importance of this book.

Also the Shoghi Effendi’s translation of this book entitled The Dawn Breakers and its

importance and authority in historiography of Baha’ism is examined.

Then, the authenticity of attribution of the translation of The Dawn Breakers to Nabil

Zarandi, nicknamed as Nabil Azam, is discussed.

Nabil Zarandi, Nabil’ History, Shoghi Effendi, Baha’i History, Baha’i Faith, the Dawn

Breakers.
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The description of religion and its attribution to the Baha’i Faith is one of the most im-
portant components of the Baha’i Political Philosophy. In the first part of this article, it
was stated that Irfan Sabeti, by defining a new project, seeks to introduce the Baha’ism
as a “new emerging religious movement” or “a new world religion”. Part of his claim
goes back to a re-reading of the fundamental epistemological presuppositions. Thus, the
description of religion is the final synthesis of the paradigm shift from manifestation to

transcendental theology, and then to the normalization approach.

In this part of the present study, the methodology of the attribution of Baha’ism to religion
category will be analyzed. Using the sociological method of constructivism, Sabeti first
tries to reduce titles such as “religion” and “sect” to “ideal examples”, then, by presenting
a minimal meaning of the concept of value, a new term called “new religious movement»
is being introduced.

The claim of this paper is that the two concepts of “value” and “prescription” are among
the most important and fundamental components of religion and should be evaluated
from a scientific perspective, at the trans-theory level. The moral trans-theory space is
an arena that measures the concept of “value”, and if Baha’ism are valued at that level,
then it can be said that it is religious. Moral values are intrinsic and immortal; ideal laws
belong to the realm of immutability, eternal and independent affairs. Instead of using the
general and universal rules mentioned in the first part of this article, and instead of the
ideal moral values, Sabeti has tried to describe the “new religious movement” only from
the approach of normative values. But this argument is logically presented only at the

level of theory, and therefore, is not measurable

Emerging Religious Movement, Value, Prescription, Trans-Theory, Transcendental Theology
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According to a sociologist, who, has spent about 25 years for studying Baha’i issues and
some Western researches in this field, classifying the Baha’ism as a new religion, an Is-
lamic sect, or a global movement is natural; because in the sociology of religion, the issue
of typology of religious organizations and groups is a main and prominent topic. But in

dealing with this group, one encounters fundamental challenges.

The unique dispersal of population, the Babi background, and the Islamic-Iranian con-
ceptions of the Baha’i leaders, who had kept the same primary color of Middle Eastern
culture in their assumptions; with the structures of an international organization, and glo-
balist slogans of the group, along with the Bahai community’s multiple behavioral contra-
dictions have been documented in the book Citizens of the World, and the opinions in this
field have been reported according to academic principles. Excerpts from these topics,
such as Non-worldly teachings and religious sanctifications, are presented in this article.

In some cases, explanations outside the book Citizens of the World have been added.

Baha’ism, global movement, Margit Warburg, Citizens of the World
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Hermann Roemer, a Christian scholar and writer, was born in Stuttgart, Germany. As a
young man, he became acquainted with the Babi-Baha’i propagation activities, and began
to and study it. Roemer wrote a magnificent research work in the field of the Babi - Baha’l
Faith, and could shed light on its dark corners, especially in Europe. He describes the
Babi - Baha’l Faith not as a divine religion, but as a dangerous political-religious cult,
whose leaders used violence, terror, and the physical elimination of dissidents to achieve
their goals. Roemer reveals the Baha’i histories and primary books as distorted ones, and
believes that the texts and teachings of Baha’i leaders are adapted, censored, and revised
in the light of historical events. By explaining the Baha’i history and the differences
between the claimants to the leadership, he believes that the legal and religious rights of

Subh —e- Azal have been usurped by his power-seeking half-brother (Hussein Ali).

While introducing the Aqdas Book (The Baha’i holiest Book) he believes that the full text
of the book has been hidden from the views of the Baha’is and non-Baha’is for various
reasons. Roemer does not accept the Baha’i founder’s infallibility and believes that he
made many mistakes during his leadership. In addition, he denounces that Baha’u’llah
has been imprisoned and exiled for 40 years as baseless. Hermann Roemer also believes
that the Baha’is betrayed the national interests of the Iranians during the Iranian Consti-

tutional Revolution with unrealistic idealistic cosmopolitan slogans.

Christian Critics, Baha’i, Hermann Roemer, Francesco Ficicchia, holy Book
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Abdu’l-Baha’s self-centeredness in the execution of religious rulings
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Baha'ism: From a denounced sects in Iran to an international organization
Religion and the Challenge of Identity Building (Part 2)
Baha'ism from the viewpoint of the Christian Critics (Part 1): Hermann Roemer
A Research on the Historiography of the Babi and Baha'i Faiths (Part 2)
Abdu'l-Baha's self-centeredness in the execution of religious rulings
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