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On events connected with this incident, see Mulla
Muhammad Nabil Zarandi The Dawn-Breakers:
Nabil’s Narrative of the Early Days of the Bahd ’f
Revelation ed. and trans. by Shoghi Effendi
(Wilmette, 1932), chapter XX VI * E.G. Browne
‘The Attempt on the Shah’s Life and the Massa -
cre of Teheran’ in idem ed. and trans. A Trav-
eller’s Narrative written to illustrate the Episode
of the Bab (by ‘Abbas Effendi ‘Abd al-Bahd’),
2 vols. (Cambridge, 1891), vol. 2, pp. 323 -34*
H.M. Balyuzi Bahd’u’lldh, the King of Glory
(Oxford, 1980), chs. 15, 17* M. Momen The
Babi and Bahd'f Religions, 1844 -1944 (Oxford,
1981), ch. 7* Mirza Muhammad Taqi Lisan al-
Mulk Sipihr Nasikh al -tawarikh: salatin-i Qajar
4vols.in2 (Tehran, 1344 Sh./ 1965),vol.4,pp.
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cio-religious Thought in Qajar Iran (Syracuse
University Press, 1982) -- see ch. 4, ‘The Po-
liticization of Dissent in Shia Thought: Babism
* Abbas Amanat ‘The Early Years of the Babi
Movement: Background and Development’,
Ph.D. dissertation, Oxford University, 1981%*
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pp- 231-83 * Moojan Momen ‘The Trial of Mul -
la ‘Ali Bastami: A Combined Sunni-Shi’i Fat-
wa against the Bab’, Iran XX (1982): 11343 *
Denis MacEoin ‘Early Shaykhi Reactions to the
Bab and his Claims’, in M. Momen (ed.) Studies
in Babi and Bahd'i History vol. 1 (Los Angeles,
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1. William S. Hatcher and J. Douglas Martin,
The Baha'’t Faith. The Emerging Global Reli-
gion, San Francisco, Harper and Row, 1989,
p. 140.
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2. Rodney Stark and William Sims Bainbridge,
“Secularization and Cult Formation in the Jazz
Age”, Journal for the Scientific Study of Re-
ligion, vol. 20, 1981, pp. 360-373; Rodney
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1. Margit Warburg, “Growth Patterns of New
Religions: The Case of Bahai ,in Robert Tow-
ler (ed.), New Religions and the New Europe,
Aarhus, Aarhus University Press, 1995, pp.
177-193.
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3. Peter Smith, The Babi and Baha’i Religions.
From Messianic Shia to a World Religion,
Cambridge, Cambridge University Press and
George Ronald, 1987.

4. William P. Collins, Bibliography of En-
glish-Language Works on the Babi and Baha’i
Faiths 1844-1985, Oxford, George Ronald,
1990.

49 kol o

Deviance, and Social Control, New York,
Routledge , 1996, pp. 109-111.

1. [Denis MacEoin], The Development of Babi
and Baha’i Studies up to 1979, file index Pam
138-2333, n.d. (BWC-L).

2. Moojan Momen, The Babi and Baha’i Reli-
gions 1844-1944. Some Contemporary West-
ern Accounts, Oxford, George Ronald, 1981.
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3. Baron Victor Rosen, Les Manuscrits Ar-

abes de D’Institut des Langues Orientales,
Collections Scientifiques de 1’Institut des
Langues Orientales du Ministére des Affaires
Etrangéres, vol. 1, St.Petersburg, Imperial
Academy of Sciences, 1877, pp. 179-212;
Baron Victor Rosen,Les Manuscrits Persans de
I’Institut des Langues Orientales, Collections
Scientifiques de I’Institut des Langues Ori-
entales du Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres,
vol. 3, St. Petersburg, Imperial Academy of
Sciences, 1886, pp. 1-51; V. Rosen, “Manu-
scrits Babys”, in MM.D.Giinzburg, V. Ros-
en, B. Dorn, K. Patkanof, and J. Tchoubinof
(eds.), Les Manuscrits Arabes (non compris
dans le No. 1), Karchounis, Grecs, Coptes,
Ethiopiens, Arméniens, Géorgiens et Babys de
I’Institut des Langues Orientales, Collections
Scientifiques de I’Institut des Langues Ori-
entales du Ministére des Affaires Etrangéres,
vol. 4, St. Petersburg, Imperial Academy of
Sciences, 1891, pp. 141-255; Baron V. Rosen,
Pervyi sbornik poslanii Babida Bekhaullakha
[A first collection of the tablets of the Babi Be-
ha’u’llah], St. Petersburg, Imperial Academy
of Science, 1908.

4. Mirza [Alexandr] Kazem-Beg, “Bab et les
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1. Momen, The Babi and Baha’i Religions
1844 —1944. Some Contemporary Western Ac-
counts, pp. 3—14.

2. B. Dorn, “Die vordem Chanykov’sche, jetz
der Kaiserl. Offentlichen Bibliothek zuge-
horige Sammlung von morgenlidndischen
Handschriften”, Bulletin de L’Académie
Impériale des sciences de St.-Pétersbourg, vol.
8, 1865, cols. 246-300; B. Dorn, Die Sam-
mlung von morgenlidndischen Handschriften,
welche die Kaiserliche 6ffentliche Bibliothek
zu St. Petersburg im Jahre 1864 von Hrn. v.
Chanykov erworben hat, St. Petersburg, Bu-
chdruckerei der Kaiserlichen Akademie der
Wissenschaften, 1865; B. Dorn, “Die wissen-
schaftlichenSammlungen des Grafen de Go-
bineau”, Bulletin de L’Académie Impériale
des sciences de St.-Pétersbourg, vol. 16, 1871,
cols. 340-346.
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de L’Académie Impériale des sciences de
St.-Pétersbourg, vol. 16, 1871, cols. 340—
346.10 Baron Victor Rosen, Les Manuscrits
Arabes de I’'Institut des Langues Orientales,
Collections Scientifiques de [’Institut des
Langues Orientales du Ministére des Affaires
Etrangéres, vol. 1, St.Petersburg, Imperial
Academy of Sciences, 1877, pp. 179-212;
Baron Victor Rosen,Les Manuscrits Per-
sans de D’Institut des Langues Orientales,
Collections Scientifiques de [’Institut des
Langues Orientales du Ministére des Affaires
Etrangéres, vol. 3, St. Petersburg, Imperi-
al Academy of Sciences, 1886, pp. 1-51; V.
Rosen, “Manuscrits Babys”, in MM.D.Giinz-
burg, V. Rosen, B. Dorn, K. Patkanof, and
J. Tchoubinof (eds.), Les Manuscrits Arabes
(non compris dans le No. 1), Karchounis,
Grecs, Coptes, Ethiopiens, Arméniens, Géor-
giens etBabys de I’Institut des Langues Ori-
entales, Collections Scientifiques de 1’Insti-
tut des Langues Orientales du Ministére des
Affaires Etrangéres, vol. 4, St. Petersburg,
Imperial Academy of Sciences,1891, pp.
141-255; Baron V. Rosen, Pervyi sbornik po-
slanii Babida Bekhaullakha [A first collection
of the tablets of the Babi Beha’u’llah], St. Pe-
tersburg, Imperial Academy of Science, 1908.
4. Momen, The Babi and Baha’i Religions
1844-1944. Some Contemporary Western Ac-
counts, p. 22.
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Babis, ou Le soulévement politique et religieux
en Perse, de 1845 a 1853”, Journal Asiatique,
vol. 7, 1866, pp. 329-384,pp. 457-522; vol. 8,
1866, pp. 196-252, pp. 357400, pp. 473-507.
1. [ Joseph A.] de Gobineau, Les Religions et
les Philosophies dans 1’ Asie Centrale, Paris,Li-
brairie Académique, 1866, pp. 141-358.

2. Gobineau, Les Religions, pp. 1-21.

3. Gobineau, Les Religions, pp. 175ff.Sam-
mlungen des Grafen de Gobineau”, Bulletin
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2. Edward Granville Browne, A Year Among
the Persians. Impressions as to the Life ,Char-

acter, and Thought of the People of Persia Re-
ceived during Twelve Months’ Residence in
that Country in the Years 1887—1888, London,
Century Publishing, 1984.

3. Edward Granville Browne, “The Babis of
Persia. 1. Sketch of their History and Person-
al Experiences Amongst them”, Journal of the
Royal Asiatic Society, [vol.21], 1889, pp. 485—
526. Edward Granville Browne, “The Babis
of Persia. II. Their Literature and Doctrines”,
Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, [vol. 21],
1889, pp.881-1009.

4. Edward G. Browne, “Babiism”, in W. M.
Sheowring and Conrad W. This (eds.), Reli-
gious Systems of the World. A Contribution
to the Study of Comparative Religion,London,
Swan Sonnenschein, 1908, pp. 333-353.

5. Edward G. Browne (ed., trans.), A Travel-
ler’s Narrative written to illustrate the Episode
4 of the Bab. Edited in the Original Persian, and
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1. Denis MacEoin, The Sources for Early Babi
Doctrine and History. A survey, Leiden,Brill,
1992, pp. 29-30.
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4. MacEoin, The Sources for Early Babi Doc-
trine and History, p. 151, p. 159, suggests that
Mirza Jani Kashani’s history was written in
Baghdad about 1853—54 and he dates the first
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Translated into English, with an Introduction
and Explanatory Notes, vol. 2, Cambridge,
Cambridge University Press, 1891, pp. xxx-
ix—xl.

1. Browne, A Traveller’s Narrative, vol. 2, pp.
XXIV—XXVi, pp. xxxix—xl.

2. R. A. NJicholson], “Edward G. Browne”
[Obituary], Journal of the Royal Asiatic Soci-
ety, vol. 58, 1926, pp. 378-385.

3. Robert H. Stockman, The Baha’i Faith in
America. Origins. 1892-1900, vol. 1, Wil-
mette, Baha’i Publishing Trust, 1985, pp.
43-47.
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3. Browne, Tarikh-i-Jadid, p. xviii, p. xxix;
Browne, Nugqtatu’l-Kaf, pp. xxxvi—xlvii.
4. MacEoin, The Sources for Early Babi Doc-
trine and History, pp. 136-140, provides a de-
tailed presentation of these disputes.

5. MacEoin, The Sources for Early Babi Doc-
trine and History, pp. 139-140.

6. H. M. Balyuzi, Edward Granville Browne
and the Baha’i Faith, Oxford, George Ronald,
1975, pp. 62-88.

7. Balyuzi, Edward Granville Browne, p. 6.
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drafting of the Tarikh-i-Jadid to 1879-1881.
1. MacEoin, The Sources for Early Babi Doc-
trine and History, pp. 140-144.
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Potsdam, Verlag der Deutschen Orient-Mission,
1911; Hermann Roemer, Die Babi-Beha’i. Die
jingste mohammedanische Sekte, Potsdam,
Verlag der Deutschen Orient- Mission, 1912.
4. Samuel Graham Wilson, Bahaism and Its
Claims. A Study of the Religion Promulgated
by Baha Ullah and Abdul Baha, New York,
AMS Press, 1970.
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1. Momen, The Babi and Bahd’i Religions
1844-1944. Some Contemporary Western
Accounts, p. 37.

2. M. Clément Huart, La religion de Bab. Ré-
formateur persan du XIXe Siccle, Paris,Ernest
Leroux, 1889. A list of Huart’s reviews ap-
pears in Momen, The Babi and Baha’i Reli-
gions 1844-1944. Some Contemporary West-
ern Accounts, p. 40.

3. Hermann Roemer, Die Babi-Beha’i. Eine
Studie zur Religionsgeschichte des Islams,
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4. Alessandro Bausani, Persia Religiosa da
Zaratustra a Baha’ulldh [The religious Persia
from Zoroaster to Baha’u’llah], Milan, I1 Sag-
giatore, 1959, pp. 458-492.

5. -Alessandro Bausani, Religion in Iran: From
Zoroaster to Baha’ullah, New York, Bibliothe-
ca Persica Press, 2000.
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1. Wilson, Bahaism and Its Claims; the first
two quotations are from p. 11, the last one
from p. 286. Many Christian missionaries in
Iran saw the Baha’is as competitors to their
own missions. Moojan Momen, “Early Rela-
tions Between Christian Missionaries and the
Béabi and Baha’i Communities”, in Moojan
Momen (ed.), Studies in Babi and Baha’i His-
tory, vol. 1, Los Angeles, Kalimat Press, 1982,
pp. 49-82.

2. William McElwee Miller, The Baha’i Faith:
Its History and Teachings, South Pasadena,
William Carey Library, 1974.

3. Abd El-Rahman Tag, Le Babisme et I’Islam
(Recherches sur les Origines du Babisme et
ses Rapports avec 1’Islam), Paris, Faculté de
Lettres de 1’Université de Paris, 1942.
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4. Denis MacEoin, “Hierarchy, Authority, and
Eschatology in Early Babi Thought”, in Peter
Smith (ed.), In Iran. Studies in Babi and Baha’i
History, vol. 3, Los Angeles, Kalimat Press,
1986, pp. 95-155; D. MacEoin, “Divisions and
Authority Claims in Babism (1850-1866)”,
Studia Iranica, vol. 18, 1989, pp. 93—129.

5. MacEoin, The Sources for Early Babi Doc-
trine and History.

6. Denis MacEoin, Rituals in Babism and Ba-
ha’ism, London, British Academic Press,1994
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1. [Peter Smith], Baha’i Studies Seminars at
the University of Lancaster 1977-1980, file in-
dex Pam 140-37, n.d. [1980]. (BWC-L).
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3. D. M. MacEoin, “Changes in charismatic
authority in Qajar Shi’ism”, in Edmund Bo-
sworth and Carole Hillenbrand (eds.), Qa-
jar Iran. Political, social and cultural change
1800-1925, Edinburgh, Edinburgh University
Press, 1983, pp. 148-196.
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Early Expansion, 1900-1912, vol. 2, Oxford,
George Ronald, 1995.

4. Peter Smith, “The American Baha’i Com-
munity, 1894-1917: A Preliminary Survey”,
in Moojan Momen (ed.), Studies in Babi and
Baha’i History, vol. 1, Los Angeles, Kalimat
Press, 1982, pp. 85-223.

5. Richard Hollinger, “Introduction: Baha’i
Communities in the West, 1897-1992”,in
Richard Hollinger (ed.), Community Histo-
ries. Studies in the Babi and Baha’i Religions,
vol. 6, Los Angeles, Kalimat Press, 1992, pp.
vii—xlix.

6. William P. Collins, “Kenosha, 1893-1912:
History of an Early Baha’i Community in the
United States”, in Moojan Momen (ed.), Stud-
ies in Babi and Baha’i History, vol. 1, Los An-
geles, Kalimat Press, 1982, pp. 225-253; Mark
Lloyd Perry, The Chicago Baha’i Community,
1921-1939 (Ph.D. diss.), Chicago, University
of Chicago,1986; Roger Dahl, “A History of
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1. Denis MacEoin, “Emerging from Obscuri-
ty? Recent developments in Bahaism”, Reli-
gion Today, vol. 3, no. 1, 1986, unpag.; De-
nis MacEoin, “The Crisis in Babi and Baha”i
Studies: Part of a Wider Crisis in Academic
Freedom?”, British Society for Middle Eastern
Studies Bulletin, vol. 17, 1990, pp. 55-61.
2. Daniel Easterman, “The New Religions: A
Growing Force in Politics?”, in Daniel Eas-
terman, New Jerusalems. Reflections on Is-
lam, Fundamentalism and the Rushdie Affair,
London, Grafton, 1992, pp. 178-191; Daniel
Easterman, The Seventh Sanctuary, New York,
Doubleday, 1987, pp. 61-62.

3. Robert H. Stockman, The Baha’i Faith in
America. Origins. 1892-1900, vol. 1, Wil-
mette, Baha’i Publishing Trust, 1985; Robert
H. Stockman, The Baha’i Faith in America.
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2. Denis MacEoin, A People Apart: The Baha
Community of Iran in the Twentieth Century,
Occasional Paper 4, London, School of Orien-
tal and African Studies, University of London,
1989.
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the Kenosha Baha’i Commu-
nity, 1897-1980”, in Richard
Hollinger (ed.), Community
Histories. Studies in the Babi
and Baha’i Religions, vol.6,
Los Angeles, Kalimat Press,
1992, pp. 1-64; Duane L. Herr-
mann, “The Baha’i

Faith in Kansas, 1897-1947”, in Richard
Hollinger (ed.), Community Histories. Stud-
ies in the Babi and Baha’i Religions, vol. 6,
Los Angeles, Kalimat Press, 1992, pp. 67—
108;Deb Clark, “The Baha’is of Baltimore,
1898-1947”, in Richard Hollinger (ed.),Com-
munity Histories. Studies in the Babi and
Baha’i Religions, vol. 6, Los Angeles, Kali-
mat Press, 1992, pp. 111-150; Will C. van den
Hoonaard, “The Development and Decline of
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an Early Baha’i Community: Saint John, New
Brunswick, Canada,1910-1925”, in Richard
Hollinger (ed.), Community Histories. Studies
in the Babi and Baha’i Religions, vol. 6, Los
Angeles, Kalimat Press, 1992, pp. 217-239;
Peggy Caton, “A History of the Sacramento
Baha’i Community, 1912-1991”, in Richard
Hollinger (ed.), Community Histories. Studies
in the Babi and Baha’i Religions, vol. 6, Los
Angeles, Kalimat Press, 1992, pp. 241-280.
1. Will C. van den Hoonaard, The Origins of the
Baha’i Community of Canada,1898—-1948, Wa-
terloo, Wilfrid Laurier University Press, 1996.
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3. W. Garlington, “The Baha Faith in Malwa”,
in G. A. Oddie (ed.), Religion in South Asia.
Religious Conversion and Revival Movements
in South Asia in Medieval and Modern Times,
London, Curzon Press, 1977, pp. 101-117;
Steve L. Garrigues, The Baha’is of Malwa:
Identity and Change among the Urban Baha’is
of Malwa (Ph.D. diss.),

Lucknow, Department of Anthropology, Luc-
know University, 1976.

4. Peter Ludwig Berger, From Sect to Church.
A Sociological Interpretation of the Baha’l
Movement (Ph.D. diss.), New York, Faculty of
Political and Social Science, New School for
Social Research, 1954.
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1. Erik Cohen, “The Bahd’i Community of
Acre”, Folklore Research Center Studies, vol.
3, 1972, pp. 119-141.

2. Moojan Momen, “The Cyprus exiles”, Baha’
i Studies Bulletin, vol. 5-6, 1991, pp. 84-113.
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4. Agehananda Bharati, “Baha’i Statistics and
Self-Fulfilling Design. Comment on James J.
Keene’s ‘Redefinition of Religion” ”, Journal
for the Scientific Study of Religion,vol. 7,
1968, p. 281.

5. Karl W. Schmiedeskamp, How I learned to
stop worrying and love the Bomb: An Ethnog-
raphy of Speaking of a Millenarian Movement
(ML.A. diss.), Montana, Department of Anthro-
pology, University of Montana, 1982; Robert
W. Balch, Gwen Farnsworth, and Sue Wilkins,
“When the Bombs Drop: Reactions to Discon-
firmed Prophecy in a Millennial Sect”, Socio-
logical Perspectives, vol. 26, 1983, pp. 137-
158. Festinger’s theory was first published in
Leon Festinger, Henry W. Riecken, and Stan-
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1. Peter L. Berger, “Motif Messianique et
Processus Social dans le Bahaisme”,Archives
de socioloque des religions, vol. 2, 1957, pp.
93-107.

2. Peter L. Berger, “Sectarianism and Reli-
gious Sociation”, The American Journal of So-
ciology, vol. 64, 1958, pp. 41-44; Cohen, “The
Baha’i Community of Acre”; Smith, The Babi
and Baha’i Religions.

3. James J. Keene, “Religious Behavior and
Neuroticism, Spontaneity, and Worldminded-
ness”, Sociometry, vol. 30, 1967, pp. 137-157;
James J. Keene, “Baha’l World Faith: Redefi-
nition of Religion”, Journal for the Scientific
Study of Religion, vol.6, 1967, pp. 221-235.
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4. Juan R. I. Cole, “Race, Immorality and
Money in the American Baha’l Community:
Impeaching the Los Angeles Spiritual As-
sembly”, Religion, vol. 30, 2000, 109-125;
Mike McMullen, “Response”, Religion, vol.
30, 2000, 127-131; Robert H.Stockman, “Re-
sponse”, Religion, vol. 30, 2000, 133-139;
Juan R. I. Cole, “Reply”,

Religion, vol. 30, 2000, 141-147.

5. Browne, A Traveler’s Narrative. For a
discussion of this history see also Browne,
Tarikh-i-Jadid, p. xxxi and MacEoin, The
Sources for Early Babi Doctrine and History,
pp. 169-170. The Persian text was first pub-
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ley Schachter, When Prophecy Fails. A Social
and Psychological Study of a Modern Group
that Predicted the Destruction of the World,
New York, Harper & Row, 1956, pp. 25-30.
1. Peter Smith and Moojan Momen, “The Ba-
ha’i Faith 1957-1988: A Survey of Contempo-
rary Developments”, Religion, vol. 19, 1989,
pp. 63-91; Arthur Hampson, The Growth and
Spread of the Baha’i Faith (Ph.D. diss.), Ho-
nolulu, Department of Geography, University
of Hawaii, 1980.

2. Annette Riis Zahrai, Evolution of the Baha’i
Faith in the United States since 1960/ Evo-
lution du Mouvement Baha’i aux Etats Unis
depuis 1960 (M.A. diss.), Paris, I’Université
Paris X, 1986.

3. Peter Smith, A Concise Encyclopedia of the
Baha’i Faith, Oxford, One world, 2000, pp.
137-154.
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4. Shoghi Effendi (ed., The
Dawn-Breakers. Nabil’s Narrative of the Early
Days of the Baha’i Revelation, Wilmette, Ba-
ha’i Publishing Trust, 1974. See Shoghi Effen-
di’s introduction, p. XXXVii.

5. MacEoin, The Sources for Early Babi Doc-
trine and History, pp. 166—169.

6. MacEoin, The Sources for Early Babi Doc-
trine and History, pp. 166—169.
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Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, pp. 200-
201; Cameron and Momen, A Basic Baha’i
Chronology, p. 110.

2. MacEoin, The Sources for Early Babi Doc-
trine and History, pp. 169-170.

3. MacEoin, The Sources for Early Babi Doc-
trine and History, pp. 166—169.
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3. See for example the introductory book by
Hatcher and Martin, The Baha’i Faith, pp. xiv—
XV.
4. MacEoin, The Sources for Early Babi Doc-
trine and History, pp. 130-131, pp. 166-169.
5. Muhammad Afnan and William S. Hatch-
er, “Western Islamic Scholarship and Baha’i
Origins”, Religion, vol. 15, 1985, pp. 29-51;
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A Review of the book: The Citizens of the World
An analysis of the western Baha'i studies from a globalization perspective, by
by: Margit Warburg, Brill, 2006.

by: Mohammad Gogani

Abstract

Studies about the Baha’i Faith in the fields of phenomenology, sociology, theology, and
historiography among the Western scholars are as old as about one hundred and fifty

years!

In her book, The Citizens of the World, Warburg seeks to reflect these studies and to in-
troduce and examine the Bahai Faith based on the results of the researches. Identifying
Western sources and references in the field of Baha'i studies and the challenges they face,
both the Baha'i academic scholars and other independent scholars, is an issue that is ad-

dressed in this paper from Ms. Warburg's viewpoint.

Keywords

The Western Babi-Baha'i Studies, Historiography, Orientalists, Edward G.Browne, Denis
MacEoin; Juan R. Cole; Margit Warburg.
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The interaction of the holy Prophet Mohammad (s.a.) with the
intellectual opponents

A review of the holy Prophet’s tolerance with the Christians of Bani
Najran tribe in His interactions in the event of Mubahila (On the
occasion of the anniversary day of Mubahila)

by: Mahdi Hadian, Ph.D, The University of Islamic Denominations

Abstract

Reading the Prophet’s practice of dealing with the intellectual opponents, especially
when he was in power and Islam was dominant in the Arabian Peninsula, can reveal the
limits of tolerance for Muslims in power today. One of the most important events of the
last years of the Prophet’s life is the event of Mubahila. Mubahila - in addition to being a
proof of the accuracy and legitimacy of the position of the Ahl al-Bayt (as), and the unity
of the holy Prophet’s soul with the Commander of the Faithful, Imam Ali (pbut), and
being one of the reasons for the Imamate of Imam Ali (pbuh) - as took place in the period
after the conquest of Mecca ,it contains important points in dealing with the intellectual
opponents. One of the most important characteristics of the Prophet’s interaction with the
Christians of Bani Najran tribe in this event is his kind listening to the arguments of the
other side, expressing convincing and wise reasons, using the sources accepted by the
other side in dialogue, and, at the same time, showing compassion and love to the other
side, while avoiding violence and pressure in scientific discourse. At the same time, the
permission to hold some religious ceremonies is another feature of the Prophet’s dealing
with the minorities in the dispute. Following the example of the holy Prophet’s practice
in dealing with intellectual opponents is a good lesson for those in power in dealing with

the Baha’is nowadays.

Keywords

The holy Prophet’s Practice, Mubahila (invocation of God’s curse), Bani Najran tribe ,

Tolerance, Intellectual interactions, Christianity, Baha’ism.
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The concept of religion and the challenge of identity construction
(Part I: Definitions and Foundations)

by: Mohammad Hossaini

Abstract
”Baha’ism” and the relentless challenge of identity from “sect” to “religion”!

Historically, the Baha’i Faith was born with the identity as a “sect,” but its leaders had
deeper desires and adopted the identity of an independent religion. The description of
religion is not valuable in its essence, but it will have a value along with its content, and

this is the beginning of continuous and wide-range disputes.

Some modernist Baha’is are now using the social sciences to authenticate the Baha’i
“religion” in the time of globalization. This credibility requires the “value” inherent in
the word religion and desires a widespread ‘“normative”. This precious gem is hidden
only in the shell of the description of “religion” itself. Now some Bahai modernists try to
use the neutral attitude in the social sciences to stamp the seal of religion on the forehead
of the Baha’ism as an “ideal Type”, and then benefit from the “value” and “normative”
approaches! This article believes that the view of the mentioned modernists is the product

of a large project; so we try to discuss the dimensions of this project.

Keywords

World religion, social construction, theology, sect, relativism, Baha’i world religion.
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Baha’ism from the Viewpoint of the Baha’i Critics and Intellectuals
Part 10: Hermann Zimmer

By: Hamid Farnagh — M. A. of International Law

Abstract

Hermann Zimmer, a Baha’i teacher, writer, researcher, and theologian, was born in 1904
in Stuttgart, Germany. He was one of the first Baha’is in Germany. He joined the army in
1940 and was considered a military man until 1948, when he applied for early retirement.
The Zimmer family were active Baha’is. After his father was killed in the World War I,
Abdu’l-Baha expressed his condolences to his family through a tablet dated July 3, 1917.
Mrs. Nee Pfud, mother of Hermann Zimmer, was a prominent Baha’i and a relative of
Wilhelm Herrigel, a prominent German Baha’l, who later criticized the Baha’ism and

left the Baha’i Faith after the dispute escalated.

After the death of Abdu’l-Baha and publication of part of his Will & Testament to appoint
Shoghi Effendi as Abdu’l-Baha’s successor, Herman Zimmer refused to accept that will,
claiming many critics against the administration of Baha’ism and especially Shoghi Ef-
fendi himself .He declared that with the beginning of the leadership of Shoghi Effendi and
the establishment of the Baha’i organization, the Baha’i Faith had deviated, turning from

a spiritual faith to a political party.

Zimmer was declared a violator of the Baha’i Covenant in 1964 for protesting and criti-
cizing the Baha’i organization and its leadership, and was forced to resign after 24 years
of membership in the Baha’i community of Germany. In this article, we will get acquaint-

ed with some of the critical positions of Hermann Zimmer.

Keywords

Baha’i Critics, Baha’I Faith in Germany, Hermann Zimmer, Baha’i Organization, Shoghi

Effendi, the Universal House of Justice.
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Abdu’l-Baha’s Egoism in the Baha’i Teachings

By: Maryam Agah

Abstract

Among the Baha’is, Abdu’l-Baha has an extraordinary personality and is typically more
credible than Bahau’llah. Abdu’l-Baha has repeatedly referred to himself as the “servant
of his father “and so has chosen the title’ Abdu’l-Baha. -What is understood from the
meaning of Abd (servant) is pure obedience and devotion to God ( here his father). How-

ever, during his life we see many instances of obedience violations!

In this article first we study the Abdu’l-Baha’s obedience, and then survey Abdu’l-Baha’s
self-centeredness in adding teachings that were not found in Bahaullah’s books and tradi-
tions. In this study, the contradictions between the words of Abdu’l-Baha and Bahau’llah,
in teachings such as the seeking for truth, the conformity of religion with science and rea-
son, the equality of the rights of men and women, and the discussion of the establishment

of the Universal House of Justice have been examined.

Keywords

Servant, worship, Abdu’l-Baha, Bahau’llah, teachings, seeking for truth, the conformity
of religion with science and reason, the equality of the rights of men and women, the

Universal House of Justice.
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A Brief Survey of Historiography of the Baha’i Faith

A study about the importance and method of historiography in Babi, Azali, and Ba-
ha’i Faiths ;and a study of the official history of the Baha’i Faith :Translation of Nabil

Zarandi’s Narrative ... into English.

By: Elaheh Yazdiani, Mahmod Mohsni, Mahdi Hadian

Abstract

Historiography in Babi and Baha’i Faiths, unlike the historiographies in many other cul-
tures and societies, has a long story, equal to the Babi — Bahai history! The Babi - Baha’i
historians have made changes in their histories during the period of the formation and
evolution of these faiths, according to the changes in their leadership. Therefore, paying
attention to internal conflicts and disputes, as well as strategic changes in the reign of
each leader, is very important and fundamental to recognize the historiography in that
era. Also Babi - Baha’i historiography is not immune from plagues such as a pious view
of accepting far-fetched events, relying on the words of leaders as sacred ones contrasting

with real events recorded by other historians.

This article, while analyzing the changes of leadership in the Babi and Baha’i Faiths,
and the shift of social power among their descendants, examines the impact of this phe-
nomenon on the Babi and Baha’i historiography, and presents some of the challenges
in studying historical books written by the Baha’i believers by providing examples and

documents.

Keywords

Baha’ism, History, Bab, Bahaullah, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Shoghi Effendi.
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