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knight... The title knight (Ger. Ritter, Fr. chevalier) was later used as a
noble title in Germany and France. In the French hierarchy of nobles
the title chevalier was borne by a younger son of a duke, marquis, or
count. In modern Britain, knighthood is not a title of nobility, but
is conferred by the royal sovereign (upon recommendation of the
government) on commoners and nobles alike for civil or military
achievements. A knight is addressed with the title Sir (e.g., Sir John); a

woman, if knighted in her own right, is addressed as Dame.”

The Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition, , Columbia University Press-¥
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